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Statement of human work

This presentation was entirely prepared by a human being, working without 
the assistance of any Artificial Intelligence. 

It develops ideas solely produced by other human beings, also working 
without the assistance of any Artificial Intelligence.



Colossus, the first large scale electronic computer



Colossus electronic digital computer



























Speculating about the consequences (1)

▪ Archives are in a more powerful position than we might realise or intuit

▪ Exploiting the massive latent value of information in the archive

▪ It is going to take time to work through some exciting opportunities:

▪ Content classification / organisation

▪ New text generation (including summaries; transcriptions)

▪ Image/video generation (based on instruction)

▪ Data transformation/manipulation (based on instruction)

▪ Not clear how temporarily aware LLMs are, and therefore how well they 
deal with conceptions of “the past”

▪ Genuine evidencial information (records) will remain important; maybe 
gain in relative importance

▪ Provenance will matter (including intellectual property rights). 
“Unpolluted” sources will be important for future training



Speculating about the consequences (2)

▪ “Good custodianship” – new practices: serving the public interest; 
transparent; accountable

▪ Archivists and information managers are gaining new capabilities for 
managing an information deluge (“digital heaps”) from the last seismic 
change; opportunity for growth – expectations should be exponential

▪ Information holders will (rightly) be circumspect about publication and 
onward use of records, LLMs changes all our calculations about the risks / 
harms

▪ Archives will need to build their own models of their own collections, and 
govern their use – this should be as natural to an archive as having a 
catalogue (do not ceed the value of the archive)

▪ Make the case for the rights of people in the future to know

▪ Make the case for legal privileges for archives (as we have with AIP)
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